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| Dranty ron Daprunzn, | SHITE: 


TT 80 . W matter of complaien; that NR) 17 

perſons, who. are members of our Churches, have a lewen 
. Ja ves to form conneftions, and keep company one with ants © 
ther, as if they immediately intended, and | expefed, . ſoon, 
that Marriage ſhould be conſummated ; when, indeed, there 
was not any probability of their having an opportunity to 
marry; or, at leaſt, not in any decent ot reaſonable time, 
— eſe proceedings have been the cauſe of diſorder and 
confuſion. It is, therefore, highly neceſſary, that all 
- who wiſh well to their owꝗ ſouls, and/to the intereſt of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, ſhould calmly e os abated 
priety of ſuch Proceedings. | 


We are very far, Brethren, bam widhia to d it over 
your conſciences, in this or any other i in of your . 
conduct. We wiſh to be the Wee your joy; 93 
apprehend, that we cannot more e 8 anſwer 
this character, or ſerve 2 ene interet 
than by remindjn you of what is prejudicial-to the proſ- 
perity of your ſouls; 3 you of youx danger; and 
adviſing you how to eſcape every entanglement, ſecret 
as well as open. Brethren, this is what we here defign : 
and we beſeech you to ſuffer. the: word of erbortation. 


We are alſo far from within to aſcribe the conduct have 8 
ings 25 or corrupt deſigns: nor 


e young perſons, who have 


complained of, to bad prin OP 
would we ſuppoſe, that tho 
ö * led 1 into Rs deſire to a e . 
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this, habitually cheriſhed, is certainly oppoſite to the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, and the temper of a real Chriſtian. 


It muft-greatly eb/trutt, and may finally event, the at- 


tainment of thoſe great ends, which, we are willing to 
believe, are dearer to them than all the treaſures and en- 


= 


any carnal indulgencies whatſoever. Such a deſire as 


joyments of time, and even than life itſelf. But we know 


the power and prevalence which ungoverned paſſions may 
have over the better and ſuperior faculties of the mind. 


We knaw the inexperience of young people; and how 


eaſily they may be enſnared, and enſnare one another, be- 
fore they are aware. We are likewiſe acquainted with 


the depravity of the human heart; with the aſſiduity of 


ſatan, the enemy of God and man, and his readineſs to 


ſtrike in with this depravitys and ta improve every op- 
portunity for the accompliſhment of his deſtructive de- 
ſigns; Which are nothing leſs than the profent and, cyer- | 


cannot effect the extirpation, of our bleſſed Redecmer's 


Cauſe in this world + For, as a four ing ion, he is continu- 
ally .-oalking about, ſerking whom he may devour!“ With 


ſach canfiderations before them---confiderations of moſt 
aitot reality -- Oh, what have not he Young to fear 


---Imprefſed with theſe views, we earneſtly-entreat you, - 


E 3%. „ . - . a . | 
Brethren, ta conſider. 2 
r . „% FS x WG 34.4 4 7 Ah *+ 4 
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2 1) How mueh the conduct now referred to; naturally 
tends to parnalize and corrupt the heart. Are the fubjects 


on which theſe young perſons converſe in their frequent 


interviews, moſt naturally calculated to promote, or even 


to preſerve,” à ſpiritual frame 6f mind, with affections 


to promote their conformity to the Redeemer, who is our 


reat and glorious example? Will it contribute to make 
them more; like him? Axe not Wiſhes, and perhaps i licit 
paſſions, ctigeridered, and frequently enflamed by ſuch 


means - Lwllieh are very impropet for thoſe hure un- 
der the neceſſity of continuing ſingle /or months, may be 


For gcurs, tg ching? Is the mind as much diſpoſed for 
prayer, -reading the -Scriptures, ſelf-examinatiqn, and 


other deyotional exerciſes, as it would be, ſuppoſing ſuch 
connections and interviews had neyer taken place? If 


not, the injury ſuſtained js more than yon are by any 
means aware of, and the Toſs irreforab's'; And if we di 
means aware of, and the. lofs refarav's: An ve'dn 


mean, 


* 


glow ing towards Gop? Will the ideas uſually excited 


3 N 

mean, in compliance with our heavenly Father's demand, 
as wiſe ſons, to give our hearts to God, (which is at once 
our duty and happineſs) ; and if we do not mean to affront 
our Almighty Friend with giving him our fruitleſs pro- 


feſſions of attachment only -- then let us keep at the 


utmoſt diſtance from every thing that, in the iſſue, may 
grieve Him, and prove ſo exceedingly detrimental to 
1 i 1 5 
2) Conſider how much precious time ik uſually. miſ- 
fpent, and thrown away, by the connections and inter- 
views of which we now complain. Time, Brethren, 
whether we conſider it or no, is a precious talent, of 
which we mult ſoon give an account. Every moment of 
it is of inexpreflible value.“ Perhaps the beſt way to 
judge of the uſe we make of our time, is to realize the 
75 Far of Death, or to place ourſelves at the Bar of God, 
and often aſk our conſciences, each for himſelf. Can L 
« with pleaſure, reflect on this evening, this hour, thus 
4 fpent, when I am leaving the world, or when IH 
« before: the judgment - ſcat. r ' Chrift ® Will it afford ans 
«. ſatisfaction in thoſe ſolemn moments, when things 
4% appear in their own light, that I have employed mx 
leiſure moments in this manner? It is certain, that, 
and that only, is right and profitable zow, which will 
appear fo then. Now let the voice of conſcience be fairly 
and impartially heard; let the verdict of conſcience, thus 
influenced, have its full wejght. The want of time ſor 
deyotion and ſpiritual improvement, is matter of general 
complaint: But now, ſuffer us to aſk you, Brethren, if 
the hours which are ſpent in theſe unneceſſary and un- 
profitable, not to ſay injurious interviews, were cloſely 
employed in reading the Scriptures, prayer, and other re- 
ligious duties, would it not greatly conduce to the: illu- 
mination of your minds, the eſtablifhunent of your faith 
and hope, the enlivening of your fouls, the regulation of 
your tempers and lives; the brightening of your-evi- 
dences, and proſpects, with reſpect to future tglicity, as 
well as the increaſe of your reward in Heaven ? If this 
be the truth of the cafe (of which, we arg perſuaded, you. 
muſt be clearlycenvinced).; then, ſurely, your own m 
tereſt will plead more forcibly than a thouſand other ar- 
guments, againſt the practice on which we now fo freely 
v ͤ v e o  TE p ba, 
8 | * What Time is woithy ajk - 3 they can tell.” 


Con- 
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I }- Conſider the end of your high and holy calling, 
And the object which every Chriſtian ought to keep in 
view Do all to the glory of God.“ Now, does it 
appear to you, on ſerious reflection, that this conduct 
is moſt likely to anſwer the important purpoſe here ſpe- 
eified, to accompliſh this great end ſet before you - be 
glory of Ho Do you ſincerely believe, that conſcience 
will witneſs to it in your moſt ſerious moments; will i 
appear in a dying moment; will it appear at the tribuna 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; will it ether appear to yourſelves, 
and to the ſurrounding world, that the.glory of God is 
moſt effectually promoted by employing ſo many hours 
of your precious time to ſo little advantage? Will it 
then appear, that interviews which have N much ten- 
dency to carnalize and corrupt the heart, do any great 
honour to your God and Saviour? Is it to his honour, 
think you, that your ſouls are impoveriſhed, and robbed 
of their beſt eattres 7 Or rather, are you'not conſciqus 
chat certain injury is ſuſtained, by the eorreſpondenee and 
interyiews of which we here complain? Anſwer plainly: 
Do theſe interviews tend to make you more holy? more 
lively in religion? more comfortable? Have you more 
of the ſpirit of prayer, or more delight in God, by ſuch 
interviews? Is the Church more advantaged by them ?-- 
Are you, by theſe means, prepared or enabled to be more 
uſeful in the world? Does ſuch a conduct recommend 
you as examples to mankind? Does it make your reli- . 
2 ſnine before the eyes of carnal men? Are you, by 
uch means, better examples to one another, or to pro- 
feſſors in general? In one word, Are you perſuaded ; 
can you fay an your knees before God in your cloſet, that 
you are perſuaded, more real good will acerue to men in 
general, to the Church in particular, or that more glory. 
will redound to God by this correſpondence, than if you 
forbore it, till that fit period, when Marriage ſhould be 
likely to follow, in due courſe, and after a proper length 
of time? If not, how can any of you practiſe, how can 
wy of you encourage, ſo. unprofitable, ſo hurtful a cor- 
reſpondence? If theſe queries relate to objects of the 
greateſt conſequence to yourſelves and others, we entreat 
and beſeech you, by all that is ſacred in your holy pro- 
feſſion; by all that is venerable in the names of God and 
Religion; by all that is ſolemn in Death and Judgment; 
by all that is deſirable in preſent and future happineſs ;- 
withdraw from, and bear a conſtant teſtimony 1 
N | / | uch 


— 


2 1 1 . TY" " : = 
_ 
8 N 
by i 8 4 0 8 # . 4 
1 Ke Aga 1 
Ec, 
1 9 

. 2 2 


fach connections and interviews as thoſe now in queſ-' 
| 4) Can it be neceſſary to remind any of you, Brethren, 
| That ſuch connections and correſpondence as thoſe which 
occaſioned this addreſs, too naturally and too frequently 
lead young perſons, unſuſpeCting as they are, into ma- 
nifold ſnares and temptations? + Surely, all who are. 
acquainted with human nature, know 1t; and all who 
are acquainted with the world, have too often ſeen and 
heard, that, in various ſituations, they have been attended 
with ſuch unhappy effects. And, would any of you- 
with to be enſnared by ſinful luſts and paſſions? ' Do 
you not know that they war againſt the foul? Are you 
- + ſure that you have ſtrength to ſtand in this confi? - 
| Are you ſure, that you have ſo much power over your- 
ſelves, as reſolutely to withſtand theſe imperious  paf- 
ſions, when you have unneceſſarily ſtepped into the way 
of temptation? - Conſider ---- Are you not, by theſe 
means, giving up yourſelves, as it were, to the attacks 
of your infernal foe? Are you not giving him the ops 
portunity to aſſualt you on a weak ſide? or in an un- 
guarded moment? It is eaſy, Brethren, in ſome un- 
guarded hour, to lay the foundation for ſhame and guilt, 
Jamentation and woe, all your days, if you. wilfully go 
into the way of temptation. | If the great and holy God, 
who cannot but' be provoked with ſuch inadvertent and 
irregular proceedings, ſhould leave you in the hands of 
your enemies, when you thus unwarily puſh yourſelves 
within their reach, who can be anfwerable for the con- 
ſequences? Would you, then, wiſh thus to provoke 
the Almighty ; and to venture on what may bring an 
indelible blot on your character, a reproach on the cauſe 
of your bleſſed Saviour, and fill your ſouls with dark- _ 
neſs and horror, from which you may poſſibly never be 
delivered, to the end of life? If not, Alſtain frem all 
appearance of evil, = ED OE 


Beſides; Has not our dear Redeemer taught us to pray, 
6. Lead us not into temptation ?” You know he has 
Do not you daily offer up this prayer? We hope you 
do, Brethren --- in theſe; or fimilar expreſſions. But is 

it not a ſolemn mockery of the Moſt High, to offer up 
ſuch a petition as this, and yet to run, headfong, into 

the way of temptation! We entreat you, * . 

* 


that your conduct may be conſiſtent with your prayers, 


that you be not condemned in your conſciences at the 


throne of grace; nor condemned in your conduct by your 
daily devotions. TE, 1 5 
- MARRIAGE, we know, is honturable; and that which 
is ufually called CourTsHte,.we certainly think, is no 


more than its neceſſary preliminary; the avenue (if ſuch ' 


a figure may be ufed) leading to the ſacred Temple. But, 


Brethren, in relation to the whole of this buſineſs, we 
would beg the liberty to enquire, what kind of precepe 
or model you would wiſh to keep in view --- A looſe 

Novel, or the BIBLE? The characters and manners 
exhibited in the former, we truſt you are but little ac 
quainted with; and as to the latter, we know not how 


enough to recommend it. It tranſcends all praiſe... ;. 
For a ſingle inſtance, (making every needful allowance 
for the difference of age and cu/tom } we would propoſe, for 
your imitation, the character and conduct of the patriarch 
1saac. He addicted himſelf to pious exerciſes. It is 
ſaid, He went out (no doubt, his habitual practice) to me- 
ditate in the field, at the even-tide. The promiſed ſeed, he 
knew, was to defcend from him; yet here, the even, 


happy courſe of his life, which was a ſtraight line of duty, 


met with no interruption that we find: for; a prudent 
ſervant was diſmifſed on the embaſſy; and, fall without 
naiſe or nonſenſe, without the ſacriſice of the good man's 
time, or his ſincerity) a REBEKAH is provided! The 


cloſing ſcene of this ſimple tranſa&ion, is thus briefly, but 


beautifully reprefented : —— . And Iſaac brought her 


into his mother Sarah's tent L and took Rebekah --- 


and ſhe became his wife - and he loved her - 
«« was comforted after his mother's death.” 


It were eaſy to enlarge much further ---- But we ſpeak 
a5 to wiſe men; and hope you will wiſely improve ſe 
plain admonitions. We commit you all to the gracious. 
care of Him who is able to keep you from falling, and 
to preſent you faultlefs before the preſence of his glory 


„ 'with exceeding joy; even of the only wiſe God, our 


Saviour; 10 20hom be glory and majeſty, dominion and 


power, both now and ever. Amen.” 
| In behalf of the Aſſociation, | 


* — X 1 
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MIN UT E s, &c. 

' © © WEDNESDAY morning, attendid the meeting at eleven 
"2  * , @'clock. Brother Dan Taylor preached from Rom. i. 16.--- 
| : Brother Thompſon, at three o'clock, from Acts, iv. 12. - 

Men the Repreſentatives were aſſembled for the tranſaction 
e buſineſs, enguiry was made, Whether it be right to admit | 

perſons who are Repreſentatives of Churches, into the Aſſociation ? 

After ſome converſation, it was concluded, that, in this matter, 

erreumſtances muſt determine our proceedure. «© 
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1 Afhford, Doin -  -| 18] 3 —— 
2 Barton, Leiceſterſhire - | 146] 114 5— 
3 Birmingham 3 61] 5 |- 2 
4 Boſton, Lincolnſhire — 4 7814 — — 
5 Burnley, Lancaſhire - 44 3] 5 — 1 
6 Caldwell, De 1 — J 38— 2 |-— 
7 Caftle-Doningtdn, Derbyſhire - 4 104] 19 [—|— 
8 Church Lane, Whitechapel, London 41216 20 | 4 — 
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14 Kegworth, Leiceſterſhire | - | 124] 9g —— 
15 Killingholm, Lincolnſhire 24447 
16 Kirkby-Woodhouſe, Nattinghamfhire 34118 — 
17 Kirton, Lincolnſhire — 4 5211 4—— 
18 Leak, Nottinghamſhire : — 448 7 
19 Leiceſter — —— 99 20 n 
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25 Nottingham 4 ANY Þ 132] 15 | 2 
26 Queenſhead, Yorkſhire - 4 $3} 2 ——— 
27 Retford and Gamſton, Nottingham: 4 65] 6| 3 |-— 
28 Wadſworth, Yorkſhire . + <4 . 99 2 ponnnm por nn 
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| ASHFORD, and WARDLOW. Pretty well attended with 


Hearers, and, are, upon the whole, on the increaſe, fince brother 


William Pickering has been on a viſit, (lately) and preached among 
 Us.----We are not ſo well united among ourſelves as we could 


wiſh 


iniquity too much abougds, ' and the love of ſome waxes cold; yet 


we hope others love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. - We have 
had, of late, ſome ery perplexing caſes among us ;---yet, bleſſed be 


God, ſo great is our peace and unanimity, that we have not had a 
jarring, or wrangling church- meeting, theſe laſt ſeven years. 
BIR MI NGHAM. Religion (we think) is upon the increaſe. 


BOSTON. Preaching twice, and ſometimes thrice, on a Lord's- 5 


2 and prayer- meeting oncè a week; united and comfortable; we 
de 

forts of the Holy Gho 
multiplied. 


1 


BURNLEY. We are exerciſed both with mercics and judg- 
ments; but do not improve them fo. well as we ought.--- Though we 


may not perfectly unite in judgment ;, ſome appear to be lively and 

affeCtionate, and walk prderly,, - © © | 
CALDWELL. Have had fome troubles ;---but, we bleſs God, 

we now enjoy our privileges. | „ 
CASTLE-DONINGTON. Well attended with hearers at Don- 


ington, and better at Sawley, than laſt year. ---Many of our hearers 
ſeem very attentive ; and we hope religion is on the advance among 


8. 45 | 
CHURCH-LANE, + WHITECHAPEL, LONDON. Pretty 
unanimous ;---but have reaſon to complain, many of us are too cold 
and indifferent reſpecting our immortal intereſt, and God's glory. 
We truſt fome among jus are 'warm and zealous for the Redeemer, 
and his cauſe :---officers meetings, &c. nearly as laſt year; only have 
diſmiſſed brother Burgeſs to Halifax. s : 


— 


GOSBERFON. We have withdrawn from the people at Spal- 


ding, who are now a diſtinct Society; and Mr; Boyce-has ordained 
Mr. Rufling, as Paſtor over them.---We are better attended with 
hearers than uſual; eſpecially when brother Thompſon, or other 
ſtrangers, viſit us. We are united in love; and keep up a confer- 
ence and prayer-meeting, once a week. We think, if we had a 


young preacher who would be acetprable to the neighbourhood, ve 


mould conſtantly have many hearers; and we hope the intereſt 
would be likely to revive; as there appears to be ſeveral who are 
wWell-diſpoſed enquirers. by 
HALIFAX. State of religion rather low ;---but few hcarers, 
eſpecially on forenoons of the Lord's-day.---Brother Burgeſs is very 
acceptable as a miniſter; and we hope he will prove a bleſſing to us, 
and many more, in future; We experience much difficulty, through 
the poverty of our members,. in ſupporting the neceſſary expences 


attending the maintenance of the cauſe of Chriſt, and the debt which 


vet remains on account of our meeting-houſe. We intreat the bre- 
+ 


thren to pray for us. 
| ES HARBURY, 


BARTON. Meetings, &c. nearly as laſt year :---We find that 


ire to be found walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the com- 
43 and pray that we may be both edified and hp 


* 


„„ 


- HARBURY. State of religion very low, --- and, at preſent, not 
very likely t advandjd ee. enn i 
HINKLEV. In general united. Meetings twice every Lord's- 
day, at Hinkley; and, at ſtated times, at five other places, where the 
members dwell, Fourteen or fifteen perſons appear happy in the 
Goſpel Fand moſt of them have expreſſed a deſire for fellowſhip. 
ILKISTON. Pretty well attended with hearers. Several appear 
to be — — to join us ſoon. Tolerably unanimous; 
yet we have reaſon to wiſh and pray, that we may fee more of the 
wer of true godlineſs in ſome of our members. LOSS 


KEGWORTH. The church peaceable ;---but ſome too much | 


wanting of love and zeal. Well attended with hearers, in moſt of 


the places where we preach. e E 
KILLINGHOLM. Church- affairs much the ſame as the laſt 
year.---We are pretty unanimous and comfortable. Meetings at 


Killingholm every Lord's-day; Ulceby, and Hatton, once a fort- 


night. Prayer-meetings, at two places. Some waiting for admiſ- 
ſion; and well attended with hearers. „ 
KIRKBY-WOODHOUSE. Hope the cauſe of Chriſt is conſi- 
derably on the advance.---Preaching twice every Lord's-day, and a 
lecture on Wedneſday-evening. Well attended with hearers, and 
united and happy among ourſelves. Several waiting for fellowſhip ; 
and hope many more are ferioufly enquiring after ſalyation. -- | 
_ KIRFON. Meetings much as laſt year. More united in prin- 
ciple, and love. NY e ee . NOTE IRC. £4 
LEAK. Have ſome uneaſineſs among us, through ſome mem- 
bers making ſuit to carnal perſons.---Part of our members are ſtrong 


| advocates to have them excluded; others think it not a crime ſuf- 


ficient to put them away; on which account we ſtand in need of 
the advice of our brethren. Meetings as laſt year; and tolerably 
well attended with hearees. 1 8 ; 25 
LEICESTER. Since the laſt Aſſociation, we have been exer- 
ciſed with ſeveral trials; particularly owing to ſome factious mem- - 
bers, who greatly diſturbed the peace of the church, and hindgred 
the progreſs of vital religion ; but ſince they withdrew, we' have 
been, on the whole, peaceable and harmonious ; and have the plea- 
ſure to ſee the cauſe of Chriſt advance among us. We are well at- 
tended with hearers, and many ſeem attentive and ſerious. - Several 
now {and candidates for our fellowſhip, 


LONGFORD. / Officers and meetings as laſt year. 28 very 
low,---and, we fear, in our preſent ſituation, not very likely to ad- 
vance.' ee e Maes are $B A wt | 
LONG-SUTTON. The ſtate of our church is pretty much the 
fame as Jat yews© 1 +57 8 wy | 15 
LOUGHBOROUGH. - Since the laſt Aſſociation, it has pleaſed 
the Lord, to take to himſelf our dearly-betoved paſtor, brother 
Grimfcy. We have had another paſtor ordained ; and another young 
miniſter raiſed up among us, who we have reaſon to hope will be 
uſeful. Preaching at Loughborough, generally three times a week 


Quorndon, two oy three times a week; Rothby, once a week; and 


Woodhouſe, once a fortnight ;-- very harmonious. We hope reli- 

gion is on the advance. r . 

MALTBY. Our meetings much as laſt year, we believe pretty 
„„ , TE NE GS 


j 
| 
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2 unanimous; but * © haya yet reaſon; to cotpplain of the low late of 
3 amo Hearers at Maltby, ſomewhat numerous. 
LBOU N. The church pretty unanimous;---but wiſh to ſee 


more of that-life and fpi t amon r 
churches to be of one — and of one ſoul. 

NOTTINGHAM. With regard to the ſtate of we 
conceive ; the number we — excluded this year, will evince 


| that we have had our troubles, ſome of which have been conſiderably 


injurious; yet we truſt, many among us are zealous in the cauſe of 


| — Lord Jeſus : and we are happy to ſay, we are e united 


ourſelves. 
""QUEENSHE AD. Weare well attended with — when the 
. 4 is moderate. We have ſome that, we hope, are lively and 


hearty for God and his ways. Some, we fear, are very indifferent and 

trifling, whoſe chriſtianity and real converſion is very doubtful. = 
ſent we ſeem tolerably happy and unanimous, - .. 
.RETFORD, and GAMSTON. Miniſters and oreachings,” an | 


laſt year, in general unanimous. Rr we 1 5 . 4 


few canGduter . An 


8 1 


IT 8. 


cksE 1. A queſtion was put, reſpecting che admiſſion of per- 
ſons avhO are not members of the Aſſociation, to hear the debates, &c. 
as mentioned in the minutes of lat year. 


ANSWER. As it ſeems almoſt impoſſihle to deterwine abſo- ; 


lutely,, either for or againſt, the admiffion of every ſuch perſon who 
may deſire it, we think it beſt to act as prudence directs, and as cir- 


N require, upon ſuch occaſions. It might, however, remove 


rincipal difficulties, if thoſe who are deſirous of this, in future, 


hw + d fi obtain ſome credentials from the church to which they 


belong, or the paſtor or repreſentative of ſuch a church. 
28 ASE II. It is deſired to know of our. aſſociated brethren, what 


is the beſt, method of keep: ing up, in all gur churches, true ſerip · 
rural order and oyerument ? - 1 
ANSWER, Ve bf ala that the miniſters lay ds the duties of : 


— 501 of which we have raiſed ourſelves ; gong an we have upon 


intereſt ;. and, conſidering the ſmallnefs of the church, and the po- 


verty of our people, we are induced to requeſt our ſiſter churches to 


args us to pay them a viſit, as ſoon as potible, to extricate us, in 
3 | 


from our preſerit difficulties. | 
ANS VER. We adviſe. our brethren ot, Burnley, to | repreſent 
their. poo ig as briefly, and as ſoon. as poſſible, to the ſeveral churches 
in connection; that they may receive their anſwer and aſſiſtance, as 


don as can be made convenient. 


CASE IV. Goſberton. We wiſh. the afociared brethren to. 


| look out A ſuitable youhg miniſter, for whom we may apply ; as 


we 


expectations of the ſpread of the goſpel among us. 


m 


| o 5. 
we have great hopes of good being done, if we had an acceptable 
_ perſon to the hearers in general ;---and without this, we have little 


A 


ANSWER. At preſent we cannot direct our brethren at Goſ- 
berton, to a young miniſter who is likely to ſuit then. 
CASE V. IIkiſton.- We beg leave to renew our application 
for a ſpeedy admiſſion into the {churches in connection, in order to 
collect for the erection of a new meeting - houſe, at Smalley; as our 
preſent place is far too ſmall; many are frequently expoſed to the 
inclemency of the Weather; a circumſtance both dangerous and diſ- 
ſpiriting to the people. | | | | . 

ANSWER. We adyiſe our brethren, at IIkiſton, to continue 
their ſubſcriptions among themſelves; and defer increaſin their 6x 


. penees, till their preſent incumbrances are leſſened, and the way 


more open for application to the churches for their aſſiſtance. * ' 
CASE VI. Longford. - After ſo many fruitlefs' attempts to 
obtain a miniſter to ſettle among us, „ 0. tempted to give 
up all efforts in future; but the preſſing neceſſities we feel, induce us 


once more to ſolicit the brethren, to look out for a ſuitable miniſter, ., 


that is likely to be removed. 1 5 
ANSWER. The ſituation of the church at Coventry and Long - 
ford, being reconſidered by the deſire of that church, and ſome 
means uſed in order to point out a ſuitable miniſter for it, the re- 
moval of brother T. Pickering from Caſtle- Donington, became 
again the matter of debate; and, after inuch deliberation, it appeared 
in the judgment of a great majority, that it is ſtill the duty of bro- 
ther T. Pickering to by Coventry ; and that it appears the more 
plainly, /fnce brother W. Pickering has exereiſed in a public capa- 
city, in the church at Caſtle-Donington, to general ſatisfaCtion. 
CASE VII. The buſineſs of the conſolidation being attended to, 
and the contributions of the ſeveral churches which have already 
ſent their ſubſcriptions, being paid in, the amount was 891. os. 1d. 


which was divided in an equal proportion to the\ſum wanted in 


each church: but as it was far ſhort of the ſum propoſed, fo it is 


but proper ſome reaſon be aſſigned. In ſeveral of our churches, in- 


ſurmountable difficulties have prevented their affiftance hitherto, who 
do not decline future relief: others entirely decline; and, in ſome / 
places, the miniſters appointed to viſit on this occaſion, could not 
make it convenient: but it is hoped, a further attention will be paid 
to it this year, by thoſe churches, who have not as yet united with. 
the reſt. And we recommend it to theſe yet, as a matter worthy 


their beſt exertions, as perhaps the greater part remain unſolicited. 


CASE VIII. Wadfſworth:----We deſire the advice of the Aſſoci- 
tion, relative to building a new meeting-houfe at Heptanſtall, in- 
ead of that we now occupy ; and what will be the beſt method of 

diſpoſing of the preſent one ? e ge. 

ANSWER. We adviſe our Wadſworth friends, to conſult a ſen- 


ſible and reputable attorney, Whether they can diſpoſe of their preſent 


meeting-houſe, and give a legal title to it ?---and if they can, we 
adviſe them to make an exact calculation of the probable expences, 
and ſend the eſtimate to our reſpective churches ; and then, we ap- 
prehend, more full advice may be given them. | | 


We take the liberty to remind all our churches, that as we nei- 


ther have, nor pretend to have, any authority, in undertakings that 
| | . | may 


* 2 * maybe expenſive; it is neceſſary: for them, before they can 'e 185 5 5 
due alſiſtance of their ſiſter churches, in ſuch undertakings, to repre: 28 4 
. Te owe: their deſigns 0 them, 1 in order to obtain their approbation on and EL 
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